424                    TO MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH

prospects in the world, Pegwell Bay, which lies before Sir William
Garrow's cottage.

Here comes a certain little person toddling in who says, "Papa,
breakfast's ready." The fact is my dear little Pussy has grown to
be more delightful than ever. She is wonderfully well: and talks
quite plainly, and has a thousand charming ways. John Allen sent
her the other day a great book of scripture prints, those from Mant's
Bible,31 but a great scene took place when she came to Abraham
sacrificing Isaac: she cried and screamed and said, "No, he should
not kill poor little boy," and tried to pull Isaac off the altar. Truly
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 32 comes wisdom. I don't
like to show her these pictures, for they are almost all of them
painful, and relating to some scene of death or punishment

Arthur Shawe33 is here, a merry pleasant gentlemanlike fellow
without a particle of the brogue: his stories about his mother are
rich: the old lady is stark mad and so seems to be the best of the
family. They are all hated in the county to a wonderful degree,
vulgar, stingy, extravagant, bad landlords, bad neighbours and the
juice knows what.

Tell Grandmamma or any charitable person, that I am in a
scrape, two friends of mine Martin Thackeray and Sir Henry
Webb, have put my name up at the Reform Club:34 now I gave
them no sort of authority but certainly said I would like to belong
to that Club, never contemplating it however, not having twenty
guineas to spare. Now that the deed is done however, I shall not
withdraw for the Club will bring me into cohesion with Liberal
men, and keep me out of temptation to write for Tory papers, of
which the pay and the number is by far the greatest. The entrance
is twenty guineas.

I have had a reconciliation with the Times:35 old Barnes is

31 The Holy Bible, "prepared and arranged by the Rev. George D'Oyly,
B. D., and the Rev. Richard Mant, D. D." (1817), which contains many
plates, chiefly after old masters.

32 Psalms, 8, 2.                                                         33 Isabella's older brother.

34 With the Garrick and the Athenseum one of Thackeray's three favorite
clubs.  It is described as the Polyanthus Club in Works, VI, 627-638.

35 A review by Thackeray entitled "Krasinski's Sketch of the Reformation,